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"THE SEARCH
FOR SERENITY™
THE FIRST
SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
NATIONAL
CONVENTION

Prexident's Day Weekend,
February 1€-18, mavks =
milestone in SCA history —— the
firzt Southern Californiaa SCA
MNational Convention:; & weekend
of meeatings, spirituval gatherings,
workshop s, and discussion=s on
iFsTUes concerning recovery from
sexval addiction. AND.._... = dance
and entertainment! All this will
take place ot LA City College
Student Center, 855 M. YVermont
Avenuve, Lox Angeles. There auae
no fees or charges for convention
activities, and fres parking is
available on campus. Non-SCA
gurests are aulsxo welcome to
attend.

Three "official' delegates from
the Mew York SCA Intergroup will
join cour three delegates, making
thix conference truly = Hational
Convention. The major items to
be discussed by the delegates will
e step=s toward the
establishment of aun international
SCA organization. with unified
"Core' literature being the first
major step. The three SC-SCA
delegates. named 2t the January
Z21=t Intergroup meeating for o
one-year conmnmmittnment, aovre: Hont
B., Maciek K, aand Masrxshall L.
Meetings suore open to adl
interested observers, but only the
delegates may vote.

Registration is ot 7:00 PM. Friday,
Feb. 1€, when detailed schedules
of the events will be handed owut.
The opening meceting will follows
registration: aand after that (.

S CONUVENTION! Page o

WELCOME TO
“the SCAnner™
SC SCA'S FIRST
NEWSLETTER

At long Iast, here it is Souvthern
Californiaa SCA s first newsletter!
Just in tilmme for the Convention.
We look at it oo oun aid towaerd
promoting the common welfare
=nd unity of the Fellowship and its
members -- aand aax & way to get
the word ouvt! The name is
tentative, the Iayvout is tentative,
we're not sure of the frequency;
the only thing we know for sure ixs
our determination to kee)p it
going. To keep it going, thowugh,
we’ll need input from the individoald
groups and members: group
activities, poems, stories aund
experiences in recovery. Send
vour input to SCA, Attn:
NMewsietter, 4391 Sunset Blvd.
#5520, LA 0029, or call Richard K.
=2t (714) 5S36-4477. [He's the one
with the Compulsive Computer] In
addition, of course. there’ll be
rundowns of the Intergroup
meetings and the doings of the
various committees.

Why the naame -- the SCAnner —-
for thix first issve? Well,
cbvicou=xly "ECA" fitx nicely into it,
which ix= ;&2 good start. And,
Webster's gives one definition of
"SECANMNER' as: 'a device that
checks o process or condition aund
may initiate o desired corrective
action''. Change 'device' to
"PROGRAM'' ound. ... MNMeed we gt
out the sledge hammer? Anyway,
if you have names which you like
better, plus ideas for future
newsletters, and your ocown
contributions, please send them
in.

So we're off to & start! The
appearance isn't the most
polished in this day sand sage of
desktop publishing aand laser

See NEWSLETTER:, Page <«
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GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH THE
SCA INTERGROUP COMMITTEES

SCA ix blexszsed with & lot of
dedicated people doing service by
working on several Intergroup
Conmnmmnmiittees to coordinate
activitiex of the Fellowxhip aund to
cCarry our message o those out
there who aure =still suffering.
Here'xs & run-down of the
commitices and & brief
description of their awctivitiex.
They all need good help, so if auny
of themnm interest you, give = call
to the Chairperson; or drop & line
to: SCA, 4321 Sunset Bivd. #5520,
Loxs Angelex 20029; attention of
the particular conmmittese. This
kind of participation not only
keeps SCA going, but also is
extremely helpful in getting us out
of our ixolation aand firmly onto
the road to recovery.

COHNVENTION COMMITTEE

Thix committes, with Stan C.. Rok
W. and others contribzuting = Iot of
sweat haxs been taking canre of
the nmany details required for the
svccess of the February SCA
HMotional Convention. It's dutiex
are just about &t oan end for this
go-arovnd, but thix isn't going to
the lIaxt such Mmeeeting. so get
ready to jump in for the Nnext one.
AHRD A BIG ROUNMD OF APPLAUSE
TO ALL THOSE OMN THE
COMMITTEE FOR THE GREAT JOB
THEY'WVE DOME!

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

Thix lively committes comes up
with the ideas aand makes the
arrangemnents for functions to
help vs out of ocwr isolation
throuvgh socializing. They worked
vpr the Thankxsgiving dinner for
members, which was & great
suvccess. The big event now is
the dance and entertainnment for
the February Convention. To get
in on planning for, sand helping out
with Upcoming events, give Bill Mc.
=2 call =t (213) 329229-06886.

H&I COMMITTEE

H&I stands for Hospitals and
Inztitutions, and that stands for =
ot of good potential coutreach
work in the jails, hospitals and
other institutions svrouvnd the sures,
bringing the existence and
principles of SCA’s Program to
the attention of rexsidents of

thexe facilitiexs., The Committee
ix presently formuolating its pplan of
action and format. Peter H, a2t
(213) §74-7E76€,; neaeds peoprle
versed in owur Program to make
institution contacts, provide ideas
=and to be speakers;, esither singly
or on pancels. There is even the
prossibility of working up & weckly
SECA meeting 2t one or Mmore of
thexe facilities, similar to AA.
Peter need=xs active member
participation in and from both the
Lox Angeslex aund Oraange County
Areas.

LITERATURE COMMIT  TEE

Michael L. ix dedicated to working
with the individual group literature
representativesxs by obxtaining and
=tocking SCA approved aund
zuggested literature in bulk. SCA
Intergroup Mmaintains & stock of
book=s which groups can draaw
from ot coxst. For groups with
skimpy budgets, consignment
Arrangements can be miade.
CTontact Michael a2t home (8§18)
990-014 2, or work (818) 954-1€45.
He'd al=xo like to hear from
members aabouot books which may
have been particularly meaningful
to thenm. These might not make
the '"aspproved' or '"'suggested”
lixt,. but couvld prove to be helppful
to other=s in the Fellow=xhip.

RETREAT COMMITTEE

Serenity ixs aun elusxive thing which
we ol want to grasp in one way or
=another. Retreats, where
memibbers can gather for & couple
of dayx in quiet surroundings for
workxhops on subjects of motoal
interext, meetings, aand infornal
shawring of feelings aund
experiences, are & steps in the
zerenity direction. They auve =
time for reflection without having
to keep one eyve on the clock - &
time for checking out the old belly
button to xee if there’s anyvthing
in there bexsides lint!

The Committee’s goal for 19290 is
to sponsor two weeskend retreats
=2t & facility not too distant from
ouvr ares with simple overnight
accommodations and mMmeald
availability. and reasonable on
the budget. Unfortunately, the

Some COMMITTEES, Page




the SCA e

Page 3

WHAT'S GOING ON IN
INTERGROUP?

INTERGROUF OFFICERS

Basxil C. was elected Intergroup
Secretary for 1920 at the Januaery
meeting. He joinx Doyle 5.,
Chairperson; aand Brant W,
Treazsuvrer, ax Intergroup’s
officers for the e,

GROUP INPUT REGUESTED
FOR TABLED AGEMHDA ITEMS

Several items on the aaggends. of
Intergroup’s January 21t meeaeting
2t Plunimer Park were referred
back to the individuoal groups for
dizcu=xzxion and groupy conscience
=ax to dixposition. The aim in
tabling and referring these itenis
was to obtain the feelings sund
recommendations of each group
=o that o truly ""group conscience"
of the Fellowship could be
readized. Intergroup may then oct
on any or all of the aagends itemnms
=2t & Iater meseting -- hopefully,
the next meeting on March 18,
1220. These items oure listed aand
sumnmmarized belows:

FOLLOW-UFP PHOMNME CALLS

Mony times, & new member, acfter
once or two meatings, might =till be
in the dark s to the Progran aand
how he/she might fit into it, or
might just hawve & general feeling
of frustration aand confusion. A
rhone call from = group volunteer
covld be very meaningful to such
2 person: and might even be
instrunmental in helping hinn/her
stick with the Prograun.

A zimilar Fituoation might exist for
=2 member of fairly long standing
who suddenly stops showing up =t
meetings. Once aagain: & phone
call from & member could help
"save the day''s or better yet,
save the body!

GUIDELINES FOR
SPOMHMSESORSHIP

"Sponsorship ixs one of the most
effective aand personal tools of
recovery in SCA'" to quote from
our recovery booklet. It is &
relationship in which two peopie
=havre their expeaeriences, strength

and hope with each other; where
the sponsor offers the sponsee
support in tinmes of crisis,;
celebration in tinlniex of succexss,
help in developing & sexual
recovery plan: aand sharing of how
the progranm works for them. And
=0l thix without getting into the
role of s '"'FIXER''. A pretty hemdy
job for o professional; & very
difficult job for thoxe who are in
recovery themselves.

Intergrouvp requests that the
individual groups discuss the
characteristics that aan ideal
sponsor might have, aand not have,
toward formuolating guideline=s for
members to consider before
making them=zelves available for
sponsorshipp. The intent iz not to
come up with hard and fast rules
-- there's Nno place for that sort of
thing in our Program. But there
have been times when & member,
in his/her honest attempt to be
helpful, has bombed s & sponsor
because he/she just wasn’t ready.
So what is '"'vready''"? That's what
we hope to find ouvt. That's where
=1l of you come in. We're looking
for your experiences and
s=uvggestionx in this matter —-
whether ax & Sponzor or sponses.

Don’t forget, we're looking for
GUIDELINES not regulations.

GUIDELINES FOR
IDENTIFYING AS
"RECOVERING"

Thizx svbhject deals with members
identifying in meeaetings as
'recovering'' aafter experiencing
sobriety aaccording to their own
recovery plans. Several of the
grouvps vse this distinction --
some recommending & period of
time; others letting the issuve be
v to the individuoal’'s self-honesty
and comfort level.

Many of the members feel that
being aable to state 'Yecovering''s
if they wish, is one more incentive
toward sticking with their recovery
plans; aand we neaed all the
incentives we can muster! Others
have been concerned that those
who, for whatever reason, have
been vnable to experience &

Seoem INTERGROUP, Page =
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CONITENTION Yrom Fage 1

SOCIALIZIMNG. Marathon meetings
and the workshops will begin at
2:00 AM the following morning. sand
go on all day. Saturday will be
topped off with & dance aand
entertainment from 8:15 to 10:30
PM. Suvunday,. there will bbe an
optional fond-raixing bronch &t
Michael M 's home. A donation of
F2Z0, if prepaid,. or 25 at the door
wiill be requested. adthovgh No one
will bbe tuorned ssway for lack of
fond=.

Your GER's haave given out
pre-registration forms which list
the titlex of the variovs workxhop
Eesxions, as well s & maial-in form
indicating whether vou'll be
coming to th= Convention, Brunch
or both. Juxt becauvuse vyou
havent matiled thix in,. however.
doessn't nmean vyou can’t attend the
Convention —- it juxt helps In
planning. Alxo,. not registering on
Friday night doesn’t mean you
can't attend Saturday’'s sessxions.

Thix ix & great event in the growth
of SCA and we need all of vou to
give it your enthusiastic support.
IT'S YOUR CONMVEHTION:
LET’S SFE YOU THERE"®

HNEWSLETTER from Page 1

printers, but even Abe Lincoln got
hix start in austere surroundings,;
=and look where he ended up.
Come to think of it, with hix
axrasxination and all, he mMmay not
e the best example; but you get
the point! At least it's readable,
=and our hearts ooe in it. So, let's
heary from yvyow —— it's vyour
newslietter!

HELF LINE HUMBERS

The following sre nuombers for
the three SC - SCA anszwering
machine helpy linesx:

Lox Angelex - (213) 8§59-5585
Orange County - (714) &664-5105
SEan Diego - (8192) 5S28-28806

Compasxion ix ... = spiritoaldity and
=2 way of living sand walking through
life. It ix the way we treat 2l
there ix in life -—- ourselves, our
bodie=x. our imaginations and
dreans, our neighbors, our
enemies .. Compassion is &
=pirituality ax if creation
mattered. It iz treating &l
creation ax holy aand ax divine ..
which ix what it i=.

- Matthew Fox

COMMITTEES from Fage £

monastary near Santa Barbars,
which hax been used for esrlier
retreats, ix ondergoing
renovations and won’t be
=available for awhile. So,; first
things first, the Commiittee neads
to get & line on available places
suitable for such an activity. If
wvou know of suvch, auve interested
in retreats, sand/or have input to
give, call Brant W. ot (213)
S52-8319.

TWELVE SESTEP COMMITTEE

Thizs commiittee takex care of
SCA’s covtreach work -- preparing
informational mailings to
rrobation offices, DA’s, auttorneys,
therapists, religious organizations
with hotlinex aand other
organizations which might refer
people to the Prograam. It aldso
handlex individual ouvtxide
requests for information abouot
SCA, and maintains filex of vnique
Program literature uvsed by
individual group=s for other groups?
information. And it maintains
frequent contact with the MHew
York SCA Intergroup for
information coordination. And
nows, it ix taking on thiz newslaetter
- the SCAnner! If you're
experienced in the Program aund
like to do = lot of work with little
recognition: bout & lot of
satizfaction, contact Marshall L,
=t (213) €56-3293, and vour'll be in
the thick of it in no time.

- REMEMBER, SERVICE TO THE

FELLOWSHIP IS, IN REALITY,
SERVICE TO YOURSELF. TRY IT
AND SEE!

Cheerst

TN e — g
He woax <o
co-dependeaent
that when he
kicked the

Too bad
=aboout old
George! |

heao he was aVizuocket, aanother
perzon’s life
flashed befor-v

co-~-dependeant.

hix eyes!
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SCA PANEL
GIVEN AT OC
GLCSC

On Saturday, January 20, the
three Orange County GER’s, Gary
S, Chuck 5., aand Richaud K.,
conducted the first SCA panel for
the hot line monitor trainees ot
the OC GAY ANMND LESEIAMN
CEMNTER in Garden Grove. The
pranel discuossed what SCA is all
=2bout, itx Traditions aand itx
Twelve Steps - & few of the
trainees were in Twelve Step
program=s;, but several hadn't the
foggiest notion what they are. In
addition, each of the GSER’s
=hared portions of their own
storiexs. The pancel was very well
received, judging by the interplay
between the panel members sund
traineex -- for those of vou with
overly active imsginations, that's
verbal interplay,. thank you!

Megan Ross., the Administrantor
for The Center, was very pleased
== read "tickled pink'' -- with the
presentstion and plans to invite
SCA members back for future
training sexsxions. For sany SCA
members who auve well based in
our Program saand who wish to
volunteer for future panels,
contact Gary 5. at (714) §32-29144.
Work such sx thix is one nmore
way to break out of our isolation.
=and to make SCA better known to

others.
| INY X A

PR OGRAM
PHGNE CA LL.'S

The HNY-SCA Intergroupy has
requested o list of phone
numbers of SC-SCA Members
willing to take Iate evening
Program calls from its NMew York
Members, Ax yvou knouw, there is =
S-howr tinme difference between
Mew York and LA, aand MNew York
Iate-nighters in need of & Program
call might be more inclined to
make that call if they knouws
they're not likely to wake =
Member vp. If you're willing to be
on the list: let Marxhall L. (12-Step
Conmnmiittes; (213) €5&6-3293) knous.
Mew York has supplied Mo shall
with numbers of their members
available for esrly AM Los
Angeles area callers, and these
will be released soon.

NEW SCA
PAMPHILET IN
THE MAKING

The Twelve Step Conmmittes’s
Iatext project is to work upr 2an
informational pamphlet explaining
what SCA and its Twelve Step
Program is about. It plans to do
thix by coming upr with = list of
quextions which might be aaxsked
by people totally unfamiliswy with
vsEs, our Programnm, sand Twelve Step
program=s in general, aund
presenting SCA’s answers to
those gquestion=.

The pamphlet is planned to
suvpplement the yellow SCA
pramphlet, ax well aax the SCA blue
recovery booklet, and will be
included in a2 streamilined mailing
package sent to those requesting
information. At present, & rather
bulky '"starter kit'' is sent out to
first-tinmme requesters including the
pamprhlet aand booklet, o well o
information on how to start =
grouvpr =long with several meaeting
formats. This Iatter material will
=till be available on request,. bot
we feel its & little too Mmuch for
the first shot.

Members - especially those new
to the Program -- caun be o great
help to the Convmittee by coming
vpr with quesxstions of their own,
whether they know the answers or
not. Send thexe in to the SCA
mailing awddress, Attn: Twelve
Step Committes, or call Marshall
L. &t (213) €5&6-3293.

Yes, Virginia, there actualily IS A
MARSHALL!

Friend=xhip is freaedony,; is flowing,
i rare. It rusts, vnderstands,
grows, explores; it smiles aand
weeps. It doexs not exhaust or
cling,; expect or demand. It is,
=and that ix enough.

- James Kavanaugh

MMEETINGS ARE ONE OF
DIFRE GREATEST

TOOL Sauun K rrr
COMING BACK. ... F & o
WWOoORKS.... WEEN ¥FOomr

WwwoRK ITF

We don’t receive wisdom; we
must discover it for ourselves
after o journey that no one can
take for vs or spare Us._ .

- Marcel Proust
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INTERGROQIUE from FPage F

period of sobriety will feel
intimidated by those who have
=and who state ax ''recovering''.

Thix may secem like & smiall
matter, but it deserves your
seriovs consideration in growup
discussion=.

MEETIHG AT TENDAMCE
FORMS

Unfortunately, there are times
when menibers auore required to. or
advized to, furnish pproof of their
attendance at SCA meetings.
Some courts require the vse of
their own form=. Others don't
have any. Rather than having the
meeting Secretaory scribble
hiz/her Nname on the back of =
love letter or grocery baq, it
would be & little classier to have
=2 pre-printed form to use. The
Orange County groups have such
= form available, with SCA s
nanme, address and phone
numibers. and & statenent that
our program ix based on the
Twelve Stepy Prograum of the
better known Alcoholics
Anonymous -- and lots of blank
spaces. Intergrouvp is aaxsking for
individual grouvp consciences as to
whether Intergroup showuld supply
=uvch forms=, or masters of them,
to all grovp=.

In the meantime,; if individo=ld
members, or grouvp s, would like
suvch & fornm master, contact
Richard K. ot (714) S3&8-4477, aand
he’ll mail one to . you.

ECA HNHEWSLETTER

Thi= proposition is whether
Intergrouvp showld sanction the
production and distribuotion of an
official Southern Californiaa SCA
Intergroup newslaetter. The one
vou muwe reading at the moment ix
= "'"trial ron'' by the Twelve Step
Committes, rather than Intergroup
it=elf. We belicve the time has
come for Intergroup to support
such an enterprise.

Group consciences e requested
2% to whether & newslatter isx
dexirable, and if o, group ideas
are requested as to content,
method of distribution:. frequency,
free or subscription: and all those
good things aassociated with xsuch
2an vndertaking. Now’s the chance

for some very good input on this
s=ubject.

These are the five itenmi=. Think
2bhout then. Talk them over in
vour group s and come to & group
conscience about themnm., AMND .
pleasxe get the groupy consciences
bhack to Intergroup.

HNMEXT INTERGROUP MEETIMNG

The next meeting of the SCA
Intergroup will be at 4:00 Pk,
Suvnday. Maorch 186, 19220, in the
Multipuvrpose Room at Pluniner
Park, ;at 7377 Santa Monica Bilvd.,
between La Brea and Faiarfax,
Wexst Hollywood. All members ouae
welcome to attend, bt only the
GSR's may vote., Afiter the
Intergroup: Mmeeting,: there’s &
newcomnmers’ meeting, aand after
that, the regular Sunday evening
meeting st 7:30.

Within every man thexre is the
reflection of a woman, and
within every woman there is
the reflection of a man. Within
every man and woman therxe is
alzo the reflection of an old
man and an old woman, a little
boy and a little girxl.

- Hyemeyvohsts Storm

HELWP
NEEDED

LiMNE AMNSWERERS

The SCA 213 helpline neasds
volunteers to pick upr & day or two
= week aund answer questions left
on the service by callers. If you
are well based in the Progran aand
want to helpr out, cail Marshall Lo,
=2t (213) &5&6-3293.

To help out in San Diego. call
George M. at (819) 5S€5-1294, and
in Oraange County, call Gary 5., at
(714) 8§32-9144. Every bit help=s.

THE SERENITY PRAYER

God, grant me the sexrenity to

accept the things I cannot
change,

the courage to change the
thing= I can,

and the wisdom to Know the
difference.
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SCCA

The following is the current
schedule of SCA meetings in
Sovthern California. All sore open
to all vnlesx otherwisze Nnoted.

MOMNDAY

7:00 PM - West Hollywood:
Methodist Church, SE corner of
Fountain/Fairfax, strect-level
meeting roon.

8:00 PM - Pomona: Ponoma Valley
Alcohol & Druvg Treatment Center,
1210 Roy=lty Drive, Room F.

TUESDAY

€00 PM - Long Beach: Atlantic
Alano Cluk, 19236 E. 4th Strest.

8:00 PHM - Hollywood: Gay &
Lexskhian Community Services
Center., 1213 M. Highlaand Ave.,
Roorm 205,

8:00 PHM - Garden Grove: Gay &
Leskhizan Commuonity Servicesx
Center, 12832 Garden Grove
Blvd., Suite A

8:00 PM - San Diego: Alano Cluls,
dth Street near University., [Gayw
=2nd Bi nen only]

8:15 PM - Wesxst Hollywood:
Methodist Church, Z2nd floor
meeting roon, SE corner
Fountain/Fouirfouo.

WEDHESDAY

Z:30 PM - Atwater: St. Francis &
St Mooy of the Angels Chapel,
3621 Brunswick Ave., off Glendale
Bilwd.

THURSEDAY

10:00 AM - West Hollywood: West
Hollywood Drug & Alcohol Center,
8939 1/2 Santa Monica Bivd.,
between Robertzon & San
Vicente.

8:00 PM - Silverlake: AT Center.,
Terrace Room. 1773 Griffith Paurk
Blvd., near Fountain/Hyperion.
[Chip=x].

8:00 PM - Santa Ana/Tustin: NCA -
OC, 2110 E. 1=t St Svite 120,

FRIDAY

S:00 PM - Silveriake: AT Center,
Terrace Room. 1773 Griffith Paurk

NMEETINGS

Blvd.. near Fountain/Hyperion.
[CGay & Bi men]

8:00 PM - We=st Hollywood:
Methodixzt Church, strect-level
meeting roony:; SE corner of
Fountain/Fairfax.

EATURDAY

1100 AM - Long Beach: Atlantic
Alano Clubk, 1936 E. 4th St

Hoon - Hollywood: Gay & Lesbhiaun
Comnmnmunity Services Center, 1213
M. Highlaand Ave_, Room Z05.
[Chip=x].

8:15 PM - Hollywood: Gay &
Lexhian Conmnmuonity Services
Center, rear street level room 117,
1213 M. Highland Ave.

SUNDAY

5:00 PM - Pasadenas: Throop
Memorial Chorch, 300 S, Los
Robles, corner Loxs Robles/Del
Mo, entrance on Del Mo,

7:00 PM - Huntington Beach:
Seacliff Villaage Shopping Maldl,
Room 16R,
SGoldenwest/Yorktown/Main.
[Cloxed, for SCA-identified
members only]

7F:30 PM - Wesxst Hollywood:
Plommer Park Muoltipurpose Room,
FI7?7 Santa Monica Bled.

85:00 PM - San Diego: Gay &
Lexhian Commuonity Services
Center, 3780 Sth Ave.

SECA MEETIHNGSE OUTSESIDE
SOUTHERN CALIFORMHIA

The following cities have SCA
meetings. For information, axk
vour GER,; or call Masrshadl L, in LA
(Z213) €5&6-32923, or Brian K., in New
York, (212) 8§73-8188.

MMew York City, lots;
Aldlbauny, WY - 3;
Middletown, MY - 1;
Pouvghkesepsie., MY - 1;
Philadelphia, PA - 1;
Chicago, IL - 4;
Atlanta, GA - 2;
SGuanajuato. Mexico - 1;
Montreal. Canada - 1;
Pavris, France - 2;
Rome, Italdy - 1




